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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 28-37 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 28-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hwang, (U.S 
Pat # 6,049,823). 

Considering claims 28 & 31, the claimed method of presenting an audiovisual signal to a 
user's audiovisual display monitor comprising, 'receiving a command at a host computer from 
the user and responding to the command by assigning an assignable computing device to the 
user ' is met by the disclosure of Hwang that when a viewer requests a private session, the system 
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allocates a particular Channel-Processor to that user, col. 13, lines 40-61 & col. 17, lines 15-40. 
Hwang teaches that each private viewing session requires a dedicated Channel-Processor for 
each customer. 

The Channel-processor in Hwang reads on an ACD, since it is disclosed that it is a PC, 
see col. 4, lines 52-60 & col. 13, lines 1-5. 

Regarding the feature of 'presenting a menu containing a selection of video programs to 
the user 's audiovisual display monitor with the ACD \ 'receiving commands from the in-room 
communication device with the ACD'; 'responding to the commands with responsive graphical 
images displayed on the user 's audiovisual display monitor \ Hwang teaches that once a private 
viewing session is activated, that the viewer is enabled to select and receive movies on demand 
from a menu, see col. 16, lines 61-67 & col. 17, lines 50-67 thru col. 18, lines 1-25. Hwang 
furthermore discloses that on a private viewing channel, the user can order any on-demand 
services for movies, games and shopping; see col. 1, lines 55-60. Thus the claimed feature is met 
by the combination of Hwang & Duso. 

Regarding the amended claimed feature of, 'receiving a signal from the user selecting 
one of the video program offered in the interactive menu\ reads on Hwang, col. 21, lines 1-52. 
'tracking the availability of audiovisual serving devices and programs \ reads on col. 18, lines 1- 
20; col. 20, lines 60-67. 'assigning an available audiovisual serving device if the video program 
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is one of video games, internet access or computer application program, is met by the choice in 
Hwang on the channel processor which supplies the appropriate private channel for the 
appropriate content, see col. 13 lines 41-67, 'assigning an available audio visual serving device 
having the selected if the ACD is not assigned as the audiovisual serving device \ also read son 
the operation Hwang, col. 8, lines 5-30; col 17, lines 15-25; col. 20, lines 61-67. 'routing the 
video program from the audiovisual serving device to the appropriate user 's audiovisual display 
monitor ' is inherent in Hwang. 

Considering claims 29 & 34-35, Hwang teaches menus that display available 
programming, col. 13, lines 40-50. 

Considering claims 30 & 33, the claimed stored preferences, reads on the disclosure in 
Hwang that if the guest has previously used the system, then the previous session information is 
available form the server, col 16, lines 58-63. 

Considering claim 32, the claimed apparatus corresponds with subject matter mentioned 
above in the rejection of claim 28, and is likewise treated 

Considering claims 36-37, see Hwang, col. 13, lines 40-61. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-12, 14-25 & 27 are allowable over prior art of record. Duso teaches a VOD 
system wherein a stream server buffer 91, 92 is dedicated to one only client, col. 20, lines 21-34. 
Furthermore, McCalley discloses a plurality of session servers 20, each one of which is dedicated 
to serving a particular client, col. 4, lines 45-55. However, prior art of record does not teach the 
combination of elements recited in the presently amended claims. 

Considering claim 1 , prior art of record does not teach a method of presenting an 
audiovisual signal to a user's audiovisual display monitor comprising; receiving a command from 
a user; responding to the command by assigning an assignable computing device (ACD) to the 
particular user only, such that the ACD is not available for concurrent communication with 
others; establishing a communications link between the user's audiovisual display monitor and 
the ACD; presenting a menu containing a selection of video programs to the user's audiovisual 
display monitor with the ACD; receiving a signal from the user selecting one of the video 
programs for display; tracking availability of the audiovisual display monitor; routing the 
selected video program from the ACD to the user's audiovisual display monitor if the selected 
video program is one of video, Internet access or computer application programs; assigning an 
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available audiovisual serving device having the selected video program stored to deliver the 
selected video program to the user if the selected video program is not provided by the ACD; 
breaking the communications link between the user and the ACD in response to selecting; 
establishing another communications link between an audiovisual server deice having stored 
thereon the selected video program and the user's audiovisual display monitor; and routing the 
selected video program from the assigned audiovisual server device to the user's audiovisual 
display monitor. 

Considering claim 16, the claimed method and apparatus for presenting an audiovisual 
display monitor, comprises elements that correspond with subject matter mentioned above in the 
analysis of claim 1, and is likewise treated. Considering claims 2-12, 14-15, 17-25 & 27, the 
instant claims depend directly or indirectly from the above claims 1 & 16, and therefore are 
allowable for at least the same reasons. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A) McCalley Discloses a session server dedicated to serving a particular client. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-7290 (for informal or draft communications, p 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Reuben M. Brown M Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272-7290. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Kelley can be reached oh (57 1 ) 272-733 1 . The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for regular communications and After 
Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




